How to Find a Good Topic and Dataset
Identifying a topic and dataset can be one of the most challenging and rewarding aspects of conducting your course data analysis project. You will learn about how statistical research is conducted and get to identify and explore a dataset on a topic that you are curious about. I offer guidance here on finding the right dataset for your project in this class. Feel free to set up an appointment to talk through this process.
Ask for Help
I am more than happy to point you to resources that are often useful to students. For demographic statistics, data.census.gov (Links to an external site.) is a great resource (which you will explore in your Week 2 discussion board posts). For public opinion, the Roper Center For Public Opinion ResearchLinks to an external site. has a rich array of datasets. You will see the General Social Survey (Links to an external site.) in your textbooks as a leading dataset of social, cultural, and political indicators. 
Other Inspiration
As you are considering options for the topic and data set for your project, you may find inspiration from articles on statistical topics. I particularly recommend FiveThirtyEight (Links to an external site.), the New York Times Upshot (Links to an external site.), and Vox (Links to an external site.) as leaders in statistical journalism, and many other resources are possible.

